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TThe fates depict the incarhe fates depict the incarnnaatiotion of n of 

destindestinyy. . TThree mythological goddesses who hree mythological goddesses who 

assign destinassign destinieies to us at birth .s to us at birth .

OOn a winter night in 2020 n a winter night in 2020 
they methey meeet next to a talt next to a talll wo woooden den 
totowwer. They speak aer. They speak abbout the out the 
dark midark millll and how they can  and how they can 
make 1000000 of clothes for the make 1000000 of clothes for the 
sheikh . Clotho thinks about how sheikh . Clotho thinks about how 
to save the world with textiles to save the world with textiles 
tthrough hrough ttactiactililitty. They y. They tthinhinkk  
about how they can make the about how they can make the 
ccaarpet for the Saudi Prince ’s rpet for the Saudi Prince ’s 
Falcons Fly Coach but there Falcons Fly Coach but there 
is a fourth goddess appearing. is a fourth goddess appearing. 
She cares and thiShe cares and thinnks about tks about thhe e 
tentendedernernesss of the workers…s of the workers…

LLach esiach esiss measures th e thread.
 measures th e thread.

AAtropos c uts th e thtropos c uts th e th rread.ead.

CC lotho sp ins th e thread.
lotho sp ins th e thread.

CC lotho: lotho: II can sp i
 can sp inn fi lam ent   fi lam ent  

10 10 tim es th in er than a hair.t im es th in er than a hair.

WWhat about you hat about you LLach esis ach esis ??

LL a c h e s i s : a c h e s i s : 
OO u ahu ah hhhh ca cann you make  you make 
10’000 km of th is?10’000 km of th is?
CCan you do 600 an you do 600 
meter per m in ute . meter per m in ute . II  
need 60 000 yarns.n ee d 60 000 yarns.

 L Lach esis:ach esis:
NNo, let’s better p ut on o, let’s better p ut on 
some m usic an d p lay some m usic an d p lay 
‘‘EEververyybody knows’ or body knows’ or 
‘‘YYou want it darker’.ou want it darker’.

CC lotho: lotho: YYes sti
es stittch es in th e air! 

ch es in th e air! II
 can 

do it w
ith 

th
e 
air spin

 can 
do it w

ith 
th
e 
air spinnning ma

chine
.   

    
    

 

ing ma
chine

.   
    

    
 YYou know the am

oun
t 
of
 
th e stitch es is form ing th e p

ou know the am
oun

t 
of
 
th e stitch es is form ing th e pri c e rig

ht
ic e rig

ht??

LL a c ha c h ee s i s :s i s :
WWhat is pric e less are th e hat is pric e less are th e 
th ings that make us live!th ings that make us live!

      AAtropos: tropos: (is b l in d)( is b l in d)  
WWe on le on lyy die once.  die once. WWe live ee live evvery ery 
ddaay! y! YYes and the point es and the point ooff life  life 
is to live.is to live.

CC lotho: lotho: TTh e mach in es are soo lou d
, h e mach in es are soo lo

u d, 

are th ey not goinare th ey not goingg too fast too fast??  

  AAtropos:tropos: (is b l in d)  (is b l in d) 

AAn d th ey nd th ey aare so fun ct iore so fun ct ionanal , l , 
th ey never break! th ey never break! WW e ne neee d ed 
tthhe e LLu du dddites to destroy th em ! ites to destroy th em ! 

II’d rath er p lay ’d rath er p lay UNO UNO 
rigrighht now.  t now.  II have  have 
th e gamth e gamee in brai in brai ll l e !le !

CC lotho: lotho: BBut we have to make th e car
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WW e are going to lose prec is
e are going to lose prec isiioonn. . 

CC lotho: lotho: II fee l ti
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  AAtropos: tropos: 
TThat’s why we have hat’s why we have 
to changto changee someth ing.  someth ing. 
DDon ’t we try to avoid on ’t we try to avoid 
re p eat ing patterns in life b ut re p eat ing patterns in life b ut 
we somehow we somehow ccan ’t unti l we die .an ’t unti l we die .

CC lotho: lotho: II fee l ti

 fee l timm e is overflowing or is it th e 
presen

t

e is overflowing or is it th e 
presen

t??

LLach esis:ach esis:
‘M‘Maaggistra v itae ’ wou l d l ike to istra v itae ’ wou l d l ike to 
join th e conversat ion beca u se join th e conversat ion beca u se 
sh e is worsh e is worrri e d.i e d.

CC lotho: lotho: AAbout what
bout what??  

AAtropos: tropos: 
TTh e p lan et dh e p lan et dyying. ing. AAn d nd 
th ere is no p lan et th ere is no p lan et BB..

CC lotho: lotho: IIt is a l
t is a lll a day 

 a day dream .dream .  

WW e n ee n eeded mor moree artists, more 
 artists, more poetry,poetry, less  less 

satsatelel l ites - more stars!l ites - more stars!

AAtropos:  tropos:  
TTransforms into ransforms into CA R ECA R E and  and 

startstartss to  to sscream : cream : 
WW e   e   nenee d   more  modeste d   more  modestyy , , 
h u m i l i th u m i l i t yy ,    ,   h oh o n e s tyn e s ty      
and    h u m aan d    h u m a n in i tt yy !!
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DDon ’t drop it its on ’t drop it its FR AFR A GILE GILE 
LLet ’s taet ’s takke care care e 
IIt ’s too fragi l et ’s too fragi l e

SSttééph an ie ph an ie BBae chae ch ller, er, 20202020

AAtropos:tropos:
II am th e future . am th e future .

 L Lach esis: ach esis: 
YYou better try ou better try tto o 
sp in an a lgorithm . sp in an a lgorithm . 
PPeop le are stareop le are starrring ing 
at th e scrat th e screeen en 
anywaanywayy now. now.

LL a ch e si sa ch e si s
WWhat , who be l ih at , who be l ieveves es 
in th e fin th e fuut uret ure ? ? 

LLach esis:ach esis:
NNow, foc u s. ow, foc u s. II a lways  a lways 
said; everyon e n esa i d; everyon e n eeeds to ds to 
go to th era py, you go to th era py, you 
can ’can ’tt figure out figure out
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The fates depict the incarnation of destiny. Three mythologi-
cal goddesses who assign destinies to us at birth. 
Clotho spins the thread. 
Lachesis measures the thread. 
Atropos cuts the thread.
 
On a winter night in 2020 they meet next to a tall wooden 
tower1. They speak about the dark mill2 and how they can 
make 1000000 of clothes for the sheikh. Clotho thinks about 
how to save the world with textiles through tactility. They think 
about how they can make the carpet for the Saudi Prince’s 
Falcons Fly Coach3 but there is a fourth goddess appearing. 
She cares and thinks about the tenderness of the workers…

Clotho: 
I can spin filament 10 times thiner than a hair.
What about you Lachesis? 

Lachesis: 
Ouahhh can you make 10’000 km of this?
Can you do 600 meter per minute. I need 60 000 yarns.

Clotho: 
Yes stitches in the air! I can do it with the air spinning ma-
chine. You know the amount of the stitches is forming the 
price right?

Lachesis:
What is priceless are the things that make us live!

Atropos: (is blind) 
We only die once. We live every day! 
Yes and the point of life is to live.

Clotho:
The machines are soo loud, are they not going too fast? 
We are going to lose precision. 

1	  https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%C3%B6ckneturm
2	  Textile spinning machinery without the intervention of the human… 
3	  https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/news/saudi-prince-buys-plane-tickets-for-80-hawks/

Atropos: (is blind) 
And they are so functional, they never break!  
We need the Luddites1 to destroy them ! 
I’d rather play UNO right now.  I have the game in braille !

Lachesis:
No, let’s better put on some music and play  
‘Everybody knows’ 2 or ‘You want it darker’.3

Clotho: 
But we have to make the carpet for the Saudi Prince and 
continue weaving history 

Lachesis:
What, who believes in the future? 

Atropos:
I am the future.

Lachesis: 
You better try to spin an algorithm. People are starring at the 
screen anyway now

Atropos:
That’s why we have to change something. 
Don’t we try to avoid repeating patterns in life but we some-
how can’t until we die? 

Clotho:
I feel time is overflowing or is it the present?

Lachesis:
Magistra vitae4 would like to join the conversation because 
she is worried.

Clotho:
About what? 

1	  Luddite is a member of any of the bands of English workers who destroyed machinery, 
especially in cotton and woollen mills, that they believed was threatening their jobs (1811–16)
2	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lin-a2lTelg
3	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0nmHymgM7Y
4	  Magistra Vitae is a Latin expression, used by Cicero in his De Oratore as a personifica-
tion of history, means “life’s teacher”. It conveys the idea that the study of the past should serve as a 
lesson to the future.

Atropos: 
The planet dying. And there is no planet B.
 
Clotho:
It is all a day dream. 
We need more artists, more poetry, less satellites - more 
stars!

Lachesis:
Now, focus. I always said; everyone needs to go to therapy, 
you can’t figure out everything yourself, if we stop destroying 
ourselves, we may stop destroying others.

Atropos: Transforms into CARE1 and starts to scream: 
We need more modesty, humility, honesty and humanity!

…

and the world continues to spin around….

Don’t drop it its FRAGILE 
Let’s take care 
It’s too fragile

Stéphanie Baechler, 2020

1	   All That Is Solid Melts into Air by Marshall Berman written between 1971 and 1981. 
Berman uses Goethe’s Faust as a literary interpretation of modernization, through the processes 
of dreaming, loving and developing. Excerpt of text: Suddenly four spectral women in gray hover 
toward him, and proclaim themselves: they are Need, Want, Guilt, and CARE. All these are forces 
that Faust’s program of development has banished from the outer world; but they have crept back 
as specters inside his mind. Faust is disturbed but adamant, and he drives the first three specters 
away. But the fourth, the vaguest and deepest one, Care, continues to haunt him. Faust says, 
“I have not fought my way through to freedom yet.” 
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